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Abstract

Panel 3-1. Health Equity

Overview: Migration and health in Asia

As the number of international migrants has been increasing in Asia, one major challenge is to ensure access to health
services for migrants including low-skilled temporary workers in receiving countries. To increase health literacy among
migrants and overcome barriers to health services, the Migrant Health Working Group (MHWG) led by the Ministry of
Health in Vietnam as sending county has developed the Health Handbooks for Vietnamese Workers in Japan, Korea
and Taiwan. The handbooks consist of five pillars; namely i) overview of using health services, ii) infectious diseases,
iii) sexual and reproductive health, iv) occupational health, and v) mental health. This symposium builds on the network
established through the handbook development process and will discuss different aspects of access to health services
along with the above mentioned five pillars.

The session will begin with an overview of migration health including access to health services in Asia and the
experience of developing and deploying the health handbooks for migrant in the East Asian countries. These
introductory presentations will be followed by challenges and responses to address the issues of i) using health
services, ii) infectious diseases, and iii) sexual and reproductive health, from the viewpoint of Migration Integration
Policy Index (MIPEX) Health Strand. Furthermore, specific examples of iv) mental health and v) occupational health will
be presented - experiences of public health approach in supporting migrants with mental health conditions in Japan
and multi-sectoral approach to monitor occupational injuries in Korea. Based on the above presentations, the session
will examine approaches to address challenges of migration health, particularly access to health services. Finally, it will
discuss future collaboration on broader migration health issues across countries.

  Access to Health Services for Migrant Workers in Occupational Injuries and Diseases in South
Korea

Development and deployment of health handbooks for Vietnamese workers in Korea, Japan and Taiwan

Mental health support for foreign residents by public health centers and their network in Japan

Challenges and responses to address the issues of using health services, infectious diseases,
and sexual and reproductive health

              Health Security Preparedness and Achieving UHC (ANISE)


